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Symphony No. 1

Jean Sibelius, Op. 39
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The first symphony of Jean Sibelius begins with a
clarinet solo accompanied only by a soft timpani roll
(EXAMPLE 1). After the first 16 measures, even the tim-
pani stops and the clarinet is the only voice in the silence
until the Allegro energico of measure 29.

Start at least mezzo forte, not any softer. The tempo
is about half note = 50, although because the solo is al-
most never conducted, you may hear it at many different
tempi according to the taste of the clarinetist. Follow the
dynamics very carefully. [ like a slight lift before the A in
measure 7. The crescendo starts on the F in measure 9, not
in the next measure, and should reach its peak on the be-
ginning of the A in measure 13. The half-note triplets

must be played evenly and they are supposed to be
l?l;gued. The repeated whole notes are correct (without a
tie).

It’s nice to play with a little more freedom in meas-
ure 17. Start with a tenuto on the first C and speed up until
you do a slight ritard into the B-flat (resonated the best
way you can). Do only a slight crescendo in measure 22
and put a lift after the end of the tie in measure 24. It is
almost impossible to play too softly from measure 25 on.
One last time, put a tiny lift after the end of the D-flat in
measure 27, and play the B-flat in the Allegro mrgaco
with as much “ring™ as you can muster.



